Earlg Years Overview of skills and Know[edge

Nursery

2026-2027

Science in Early Years is taught through Understanding the World and through continuous provision

using weekly topics. Every year Nursery are involved in the whole school Science day completing a range of scientific

investigations and experiments to d.evelop their curiosity. Children also have access to lots of #sensory activities in their

continuous provision including exploring jelly, ice, pasta, spaghetti, water, sand and various others which allows them to

develop their cortfidence, vocabu.lo.ry and hand-on exploro.tion.. Water and sand is also available outside alongside bu.g

exploro.ti.on and plo.nti.ng stations.

Home Learni ke

Animals and their young

Understand the heg features
o]( the ['Lfe cgcle of a p[ant
and an animal

Beg'm to understand the
need to respect and care for
the natural environment

and all ['Lv'mg th'mgs

Grow a broad bean

Plant seeds and care for growing
p[ants

Understand the heg featu.res of the
l'Lfe cgc[e o]t a p[ant and an

animal

Feed the ducks

Beg'm to understand the need to
respect and care ](or the natural

environment and all ['Lv'mg th'mgs

Paint ice cubes

Use all their senses in hands-
on exp[oratton. of natural
materials

Exp[ore collections oj: materials
with similar and/or d'Lﬁerent
properties

Talk about what theg see,
usmg a wide vocabu[arg

EXPI,OFQ I’lOW ‘H’lLI’lgS WOI"I?_




I ]
@@ Earlg Years Overview of skills and Knowledge N.\LLsgr_y 2026-2027
h

BARCROFT

Conti —
UTW: The Natural World

Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials

Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties

Talk about what th29 see, using a wide voco.bu.lo.rg

Explore how things work

Plant seeds and care for growing plants

Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal

Begi.n to understand the need to respect and care ](or the natural environment and all li.v'LrLg th'mgs

Explore and talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice

Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the dlfferences theg have experienced or seen in

photos.
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EYFS 3 and bk year old objectives UTW: The Natural World
EYFS objectives Topic / Knowledge LO Vocabulary
question

Science
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Exp[ore
collections o](
materials with
similar and/or
different
properties

Talk about
what theg see,
using a wide
voco.bu.lo.rg
Exp[ore how
th'mgs work
Plant seeds and
care for growing
plo.n.ts
Understand the
keg ](eo.tu.res o]t
the ['Lfe cgc[e of
a plan.t and an

animal

harvest/fruits
and
vegetables

Know diﬂerent tgpes of
vegetables and be able to talk
about their own experiences.
Know where fruit and
vegetables come from and how

theg grow.

e Ina large tray, provide a
variety of vegetables and
fruits for children to
'mvest'Lgate. Invite children
to use their senses to
explore the foocl. items and
talk about what theg Llook,
feel and smell like. Provide
magn.'t_fglng 9lo,sses, spoons
and bowls _for children to

use.

Vegetables, frutts, grow, farm, exp[ore,
soil, sun, water, harvest
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Exp[ore how Halloween Know that seeds are inside Ina [arge tray, allow Halloween, pumpla'm, harvest, seeds,

thi L pu.m.pluns children to explore with the grow, plo.n.t, see, touch, smell, hear
tngs wor inside of a pumpkin and

Plant seeds and Know that the seeds grow into discuss what theg can see

care ]tor 9row'mg pumpk'ms 'Lf p[o.nted. using their senses.

p[o.nts

Understand the

keg ](eatures of

the ['Lj:e cgc[e oj:

a p[ant and an

animal

Know that there | Diwali Know that some people Explore different foods that Diwali, celebrate, culture, food, India,

are different
countries in the
world and talk
about the
d'Lﬂererlces theg
have
experi.en.ced or

seen in photos.

celebrate Diwali.

Know that India is another
p[ace in the world.

Know that dlﬁerent food.s come
from all around the world.

may be consumed du.r'mg
Diwali and food. taste and
review together

taste, like, dislike, smell
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Explore how
th'mgs work -

Winter

Name what clothes people wear
in Winter
Know what the weather is like

in Winter

Children explore the changing
seasons, cold weather, and how
humans adapt by pick'mg
appropriate clothlng (e.g., hats,
coats, and mittens) to stay
warm

I can sort clothes and

accessories into Seasons _for
Winter and Summer.

winter, seasons, Spr'mg, Summer, Winter,
Autumn, cold, snow, ice, fog, sco.rf,
gloves, mittens, hat, coat, boots, warm,
jumpers, t-shirts, coughs, colds, illness,

Winter

Know that ice is frozen water
Talk about how water/ice
changes by freezing and

melt'mg

Chlldre's [eo.rnlng journeys

Continuous provision

Ice, freeze, water, melt, frozen, cold,
Arctic, Antarctic, Polar bear, penguin,

seal.
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Talk about Arctic To know what ice is. Investigate ice and melt'mg winter, cold, freezer, freeze, frozen, ice,
Gl abou Investlgate what happens to To describe what ice feels like | melt, wet, freez'mg, temperature,

what they see, ice using adijectives. slippery, burning, hard, solid, liguid,

Y g adgj ppery 9 9
using a wide / om— runny, pour, cho.nges shape.
voco.bu.lartj /) 3 ’
Exp[ore how f . o
th'mgs work W

@
- Y
Know that there | Wild jungle Know and name different [ can cut and stick to create | jungle, Africa, long grass, giraffe,
animals animals a ju,ngle scene sw'Lshg, swo,shg, scared. Not scared, over,

are dlﬁerent
countries in the
world and talk
about the
d.i.ﬁerences theg
have
experienced or
seen in photos.
PD- cutting and
st'Lc|e'Ln.9

Talk about features
Know that some animals live in

the jungle

I can talk about and name
Ju.ngle animals

under, around, b'Lg, over, under,
through, before, lake, crash, sla, tired,
s[eepg, swamp, can't, squ'tsh, squ.o.sh,
dark, cave, elephant, tip-toe, shaggg,

mane, paws, wet, nose, area, lo,nd.sco,pe,

d.'Lﬁerent.
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Know tho_t there Zoo animals Know what animals can live in | I can copy / 'Ld.entifg the Zoo, e[ephcmt, 9'Lro.ffe, monkeg, l'Lon, ]trog,
) a zoo sounds of dlﬁerent 200 d.og, dear zoo, b'Lg, small, jumpy, _flerce,

are dLﬁerent Know what noise the animals animals scary

countries in the make

world and talk

about the

d.'LﬁererLces theg

have

exper'LerLced or

seen in photos

Introduces children to
the natural world,
living creatures, and
different habitats.
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Understand the
|ee9 feo.tu.res o]t
the life cycle of
a plant and an
animal

Beg'm to
understand the
need to respect
and care for
the natural
environment
and all ['Lv'mg

things

Farm animals

Name fd.rm animals and their
habitat (where they live)
Know what the farm animals
eat

I can match animals to where
they live on the farm.

farm, animals, love, farmer, ducks, pond,
water, bread, horse, stable, hag, carrots,
o.pp[es, pLg. mud, pig sty, vegetables,
sheep, fteld, grass,

Plant seeds and
care for 9row'mg
plants

Understand the
|ee9 features of

Spring and

growi.n.g

Know what cress needs to grow
Name what you need to plant
cress

To know how to use tools

sc,felg.

I can follow instructions and

grow a cress head.

cress, seeds, grow, seeds, green, roots,
cotton wool, water, su.n.l.i.ght, dark,

sandwich, breo,d, m.o.rgo.r'me, leni.fe,

spreo.d, flat, blade,
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the ['Lfe cgc[e of
a plant and an

animal

Spr'mg and

grow'mg

Know what a sunflower needs
to grow

Order pictures of sunflowers to
show how they grow and
change

[ can plant a sunflower seed

I can order the pi.ctu.res of a
seed to a sun flower.

I can describe how a sun
flower grows. I can plant a

SU.I’\.](I.OWQr

@}‘# _FiTae SN t

flowers, sunflower, yellow, black, tall,
b'Lg, leo.f, grow, plo.nt, watch, water, sun,
pot, soil, seeds, po.ck’.et, paper towel,
trag,

the ['Lfe cgc[e of
a p[ant and an

animal

Farm animals

Know what animals live on a
farm

Know that animals produce
thi.ngs that we can use

Know the |.'Lfe cgcle o_f a chic

I can match animals to their
produce

I can order the life cycle of a
chick

Farm, an'Lmo,ls, |.'Lfe cgc[e, eggq, chlcken,

chick, bo.bg, adult
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EXPI.OFQ

Knlghts and

Know what magnetic and non-

Provide the children with

Mo.gnetlc, magnet, non-magnetic, stick,

llocti castles magnetic means. Know different | magnets and encourage them to | attract, repel, sort, material, metal,
cottections th materials such as metal and explore magnetism by sorting fabric, wood, glass, plastic.
m_ater'Lq_l_s with ]tabr'Lc. castle items, such as coins,
il 4/ jewellery, king's cloak and
stmiaranaczsor goblet according to whether
d'Lﬁerent they are magnetic or non-
properties
Talk about
what theg see,
us'mg a wide
Vocabutarg
Talk about Transport Know and name different I can sort and categorise car, lorry, van, bus, double Decker, bike,

what they see,
using a wide
voco.bu.targ
Exptore how
th'Ln.gs work

vehicles

Know vehicles you f'md on the
road, in the air and in the
ocean.

Know the difference between
transport and how theg move

transport bg wheels and no
wheels.

bicgcle, c.eropl.ane, train, submarine,
tractor, motor bike, ferrg, tram, rocket,
hot air balloon, transport, categortse,
dlﬁerent, similar, move, fo.st, slow, road,
air, water, sea, ocean, train track,

wheels, tyres, wings, electric lines,
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Understand the
key ](eo.tu.res of
the ['Lfe cgc[e of
a plant and an
animal

Beg'm to
understand the
need to respect
and care for
the natural
environment
and all ['Lv'mg

th'mgs

Mini-beasts

Know the names of some
minibeast

Know where mini-beasts live

I can f'md and name d.ifferent
mini-beasts on my Minibeast
hunt.

I can use a camera to take

photographs o]t mini-beasts.

minibeast, bug, insect, move, crawl, ant,
splder, fly, co.terpll.l.o.r, bu.tterflg, bu.g
hunt, camera, photogro.ph, photo, take,
watch, [adgbtrds, spots, legs, wings, web.

Understand the
laeg features of
the ['Lfe cgc[e of
a plant and an

animal

Under the

sea

Know the names of different
sea creatures

Know the ocean is where the
creatures live

Know the ocean surrounds the
land around the country and

WOFl.d.

I can name sea creatures.

sea, ocean, water, world, country,
surrou.nd.mg, land, creatures, animals.
live, habitat, octopus, shark, jellgﬁsh,
cro.b, dolphln, fish, starfish, whale, sea
turtle, pu.ﬁer fi.sh, lobster, sea lion,
walrus, rock pool, tide, water, danger
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Talk about What do you Know and name the dlﬂerent UW class discussion book cold, snowy, rainy, w'mdg, icy, snow,
hat th wear on a seasons freez'mg, temperature, sco.rf, hat, 9loves,
wha ey see, cold dag? Know and name clothes which coat, boots, wellies, trousers, warm socks,
us'mg a wide peop[e wear in winter Winter, Autumn
Know in winter it is cold
VOCO_bU.l.O,rl:J
Explore how I can 'Ldertt'Lfg what to wear
thmgs work on a cold day
Talk about What do you Know and name the di_f_ferent UW Class discussion book hot, sunny, bo'Ll'Lng, Summer, season, sun
hat th wear on a seasons I can Ld.entlfg what to wear cream, su.rtg[o,sses, sun hat, skirt, shorts,
wha ¢y see, hot dmj? Know and name clothes which | on a hot dag dress, t-shirt,

u.s'mg a wide
vocabu[arg
Explore how
th'mgs work

peopl.e wear in summer

Know in summer it is hot

I can Ld.entlfg what to wear
on a hot d.o,g

Talk about
what theg see,
using a wide
vocabu[arg
Explore how
thmgs work

What pets do
you have?

Know and name animals we
can have as pets

Know what pets need

Know how pets are similar and
diﬁerent

Know some pets live inside and
some live outside

UW class discussion book

pet, animal, home, care, look after,
hamster, gerbtl, guinea pig, rabbit,
spider, snake, go[d_fish, cat, d.og, _food,
water, togs, similar, diﬁerent, move, run,
sllther, swim, cage, kennel, bed,

blanket, hutch, inside, outside
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thmgs work

nghtenLng

What is the Know and name diﬁerent types UW class discussion book weather, emotions, feeling, rain,
Talk about . . . .
weather like o_f weather flood.m.g, rainbow, sunny, brLght, clou.d.g,
what the&j see, todo.g? Know what ho.ppens when we thunder, nghtnLng, loud, bolt, scary,
u.s'mg a WLde Can you talk | have too much rain snow, co[d, ice, fog, scared, worrLed,
bul about Know what ho.ppens when we anxious, nervous, happg,
vocabu arg diﬁerent have rain and sun
ExP[ore how types of Describe how we feel when
weather? there is thunder and




