
Pre-RWI Progression Map 

Letter join 

patterns  

 

Children have a range of opportunities to mark make in different 

media. (paint, pencil, flour, water, chalk, felt tips) 

Children have opportunities to trace a range of patterns. (Circles, 

swirls, lines, vertical and horizontal, wavy lines, zig zags etc…) 

Naming objects  

 

Children are introduced to a sound through objects. 

The children are introduced to MTYT naming the object. E.g. aaa-

apple, aaa-aligator, aaa-anchor, aaa-acorn 

The adult will name an object and ask a child to find it from a 

selective few.  

Set 1 sounds and 

picture cards 

 

Children are introduced to sounds through MTYT using the A4 card. 

The adult will model how to say the sound mmmmm mountain. The 

children are introduced to 4 picture cards linked to the sounds. The 

adult tells the children the object and they discuss it in detail. 

Children practise MTYT naming the objects. The children become 

confident naming initial sounds.  

What can you find? 

 

Children are introduced to sound cards. They are taught to work with 

their partner to Find an object beginning with a particular letter. The 

adult will name the objects and discuss them in detail to develop 

language and vocabulary.  
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Sound bingo 

 

Children are taught how to play Bingo. The play Bingo linked to a 

particular sound. An adult will name each of the objects on the Bingo 

card and discuss them in detail. The adult will say an object and 

emphasise the initial sound and if the child has the object they will 

place a counter on the mat. The winner is the one who fills the Bingo 

mat first.  

Picture naming and 

sorting  

 

 

 

Children are taught to name the pictures and emphasise the initial 

sound and match it/ add it onto the correct sound board. This is a 

turn taking game based on initial sounds.  

Oral blending 

 

An adult will use Fred the frog to introduce oral blending. The adult 

will fred talk the word and encourage the children to repeat.  

e.g. c-a-t  and say the word cat. 

The adult will focus on a rhyming pattern to support blending. 
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Assisted blending 

  

Once children are ready and can orally blend they will move onto 

assisted blending. The adult will use the small set 1 sounds to build 

words using word time. The words are built up in the blue chart. The 

sound cards are pushed closer together and when blending the sounds 

are pushed together quicker to pronounce the word independently.  

 

Word time and 

Fred fingers 

 

Once the children can blend with support they are introduced to the 

green word time cards. The adult will model fred fingers and count 

the sounds when reading words. The teacher introduces dots and 

dashes (dots for single sounds and dashes for double graphemes and 

diagraphs) 

Magnetic boards  

 

One the children can read Word time words they begin to build them 

using magnetic letters. The adult will model MTYT orally blending the 

word, then use fred fingers, and finally complete the assisted 

blending process. 

The children will first be asked to point to each letter sound and say 

it. They will then be asked to move a sound to assess letter 

knowledge. Once the children can do this they move all the sounds to 

make a word e.g. mat. The children then place the sounds back in the 

same place at the bottom of their board so when they add more 

letters they can find them easily.  
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Word Time  

 

 

Once the children can blend and build words using magnetic letters 

they learn to write them using phoneme frames. The children will read 

the green words, then use their fred fingers to count the sounds. The 

adult will model writing the word on the board using each of the letter 

rhymes. They will model letter formation emphasising tall and small 

letters. 

The children will then independently write the word in the phoneme 

frame. 

Any High attaining pupils will spell the word in their book without the 

visual prompt.  

Simple sentences  

 

When the children can read Word time words and CVC word they will 

move onto reading simple sentences. The children will work with their 

partner to read the speed sounds. The adult will flash the green 

words/ red words associated with the simple sentence and then the 

children will read it with their partner. The higher attaining pupils will 

read the extended sentence underneath with their partner.  

The children will read the sentence over 3 days to develop fluency and 

expression. The children will begin to fred in their head and say the 

word when they know it without blending. On day 3 the adult will ask 

some verbal questions. The children will refer to the simple sentence 

to find the answer.  


